




































Have mercy, have mercy, baby
Have mercy, have mercy on me

Well, I went to see a gypsy
and had my fortune read
She said, “Don, your baby’s gonna leave you
Her bag is packed up under the bed”
and I cry

Have mercy, have mercy, baby, yeah
Have mercy, yeah, have mercy on me

I said, if you leave me, baby
Girl, if you put me down
Well, I’m a goin’ to the nearest river, child
And jump overboard and drown
but don’t leave me

Have mercy, have mercy, baby
Mercy, yeah, have mercy, have mercy on me

Well, now, hey hey baby, hey hey now
What you tryin’ to do, huh?
Hey hey baby, hey hey now
Please don’t say we’re through

I said, if you stay, baby,
I tell you what I’m gonna do
I’m gonna work two jobs, seven days a week
And bring my money home to you

Well, I said mercy, mercy, mercy
Mercy, mercy, mercy, mercy,
mercy, mercy, mercy, mercy





Have mercy, have mercy, baby
Have mercy, have mercy on me 

Well, I went to see the gypsy
to have my fortune read
She said “Man, your baby gonna leave you
Her bags are packed up under the bed”
That’s right 

Have mercy, have mercy, baby 
Have mercy, have mercy on me 

But, if you leave me, baby
Girl, if you put me down
I’m gonna make it to the nearest river, child
And jump overboard and drown
That’s right

Have mercy, have mercy, baby 
Have mercy, have mercy on me 

I said, hey hey baby, hey hey now 
What you trying to do?
Hey hey baby, hey hey now 
Please don’t say we’re through
Yeah yeah yeah

Have mercy, have mercy, baby 
Have mercy, have mercy on me
 
But if you stay, baby 
I tell you what I’m gonna do 
I’m gonna work two jobs, seven days a week 
And bring my money home to you 
That’s right 

Have mercy, please, have mercy, baby 
Have mercy, have mercy on me 

Yeah 

Have mercy, have mercy, baby 
Have mercy, have mercy on me





“Mercy, Mercy” (sometimes referred to as “Have Mercy”) is a soul song first recorded 
by American singer/songwriter Don Covay in 1964.  The songwriting is usually 
credited to Covay and Ron Alonzo Miller, although other co-writers’ names 
have also appeared on various releases.  In late 1964, the song became a hit for 
Covay, reaching number one on the Cash Box R&B chart and number 35 on the 
Billboard Hot 100.  Several artists have since recorded “Mercy, Mercy”, including a 
well-known version by the Rolling Stones in 1965.  More recently, Covay’s original 
version has received attention as one of Jimi Hendrix’s first recordings as a 
sideman.
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